What is anthropology? What can it tell us about the world? Why, in short, does it matter? For well over a century, cultural anthropologists have circled the globe, from Papua New Guinea to suburban England and from China to California, uncovering surprising facts and insights about how humans organize their lives and articulate their values. In the process, anthropology has done more than any other discipline to reveal what culture means-and why it matters.
In New York City in 2009, a new kind of public school opened its doors to its inaugural class of middle schoolers. Conceived by a team of game designers and progressive educational reformers, it promised to reinvent the classroom for the digital age. Ethnographer Christo Sims documented the life of the school from its planning stages to the graduation of its rst eighth-grade class. Disruptive Fixation is his account of how this "school for digital kids" reverted to a more conventional type of schooling with rote learning, an emphasis on discipline, and traditional hierarchies of authority.
CHRISTO SIMS is assistant professor of communication and a founding member of the Studio for Ethnographic Design at the University of California, San Diego.
SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY | MEDICAL ANTHROPOLOGY
"Opening windows onto spheres of life and clinical care that few have examined, Song's stunning work will be in uential for years to come." -Matthew Kohrman, Stanford University
Biomedical Odysseys
Priscilla Song ousands of people from more than eighty countries have traveled to China since 2001 to undergo fetal cell transplantation. Galvanized by the potential of stem and fetal cells to regenerate damaged neurons and restore lost bodily functions, people grappling with paralysis and neurodegenerative disorders have ignored the warnings of doctors and scientists back home in order to stake their futures on a Chinese experiment. Biomedical Odysseys looks at why and how these individuals have entrusted their lives to Chinese neurosurgeons operating on the forefront of experimental medicine, in a world where technologies and risks move faster than laws can keep pace.
Princeton Studies in Culture and Technology Tom Boellstor and Bill Maurer, Series Editors "Joanne Randa Nucho brilliantly captures the everyday acts that continually reinvent sectarianism and she challenges the assumption that sectarian communities are old and natural." -Suad Joseph, University of California, Davis
Everyday Sectarianism in Urban Lebanon

Joanne Randa Nucho
What causes violent con icts around the Middle East? All too often, the answer is sectarianismpopularly viewed as a timeless and intractable force that leads religious groups to con ict. In Everyday Sectarianism in Urban Lebanon, Joanne Randa Nucho shows how wrong this perspective can be.
rough in-depth research with local governments, NGOs, and political parties in Beirut, she demonstrates how sectarianism is actually recalibrated on a daily basis through the provision of essential services and infrastructures, such as electricity, medical care, credit, and the planning of bridges and roads. Human beings are a very di erent kind of animal.
We have evolved to become the most dominant species on Earth. We have a larger geographical range and process more energy than any other creature alive. is astonishing transformation is usually explained in terms of cognitive ability-people are just smarter than all the rest. But in this compelling book, Robert Boyd argues that culture-our ability to learn from each other-has been the essential ingredient of our remarkable success. Humans possess an extraordinary capacity for cultural production, from the arts and language to science and technology. How did the human mind-and the uniquely human ability to devise and transmit culture-evolve from its roots in animal behavior? Darwin's Un nished Symphony presents a captivating new theory of human cognitive evolution. is compelling and accessible book reveals how culture is not just the magni cent end product of an evolutionary process that produced a species unlike all others-it is also the key driving force behind that process. 
The Iranian Metaphysicals
Alireza Doostdar
What do the occult sciences, séances with the souls of the dead, and appeals to saintly powers have to do with rationality? Since the late nineteenth century, modernizing intellectuals, religious leaders, and statesmen in Iran have attempted to curtail many such practices as "superstitious," instead encouraging the development of rational religious sensibilities and dispositions. However, far from diminishing the diverse methods through which Iranians engage with the immaterial realm, these rationalizing processes have multiplied the possibilities for metaphysical experimentation.
Delving into frequently neglected aspects of Iranian spirituality, politics, and intellectual inquiry, e Iranian Metaphysicals challenges widely held assumptions about Islam, rationality, and the relationship between science and religion.
ALIREZA DOOSTDAR is assistant prof essor of Islamic Studies and the anthropology of religion at the University of Chicago. 
Creativity Class
Lily Chumley e last three decades have seen a massive expansion of China's visual culture industries, from architecture and graphic design to ne art and fashion. Creativity Class is the rst book to explore how Chinese art students develop, embody, and promote their own personalities and styles as they move from art school entrance test preparation, to art school, to work in the country's burgeoning culture industries. Lily Chumley shows the connections between this creative explosion and the Chinese government's explicit goal of cultivating creative human capital in a new "market socialist" economy where value is produced through innovation. "A brave and haunting ethnography of right-wing extremists in Germany that exposes the struggle between licit and illicit modes of nationalism in the soul of liberal democracy. is is a must-read book at a time when Europe is ghting its nationalist demons once again." -Dominic Boyer, Rice University
The Management of Hate
Nitzan Shoshan
Since German reuni cation in 1990, there has been widespread concern about marginalized young people who, faced with bleak prospects for their future, have embraced increasingly violent forms of racist nationalism that glorify the country's Nazi past. e Management of Hate, Nitzan Shoshan's riveting account of the year and a half he spent with these young right-wing extremists in East Berlin, reveals how they contest contemporary notions of national identity and defy the clichés that others use to represent them. How Men Age is the rst book to explore how natural selection has shaped male aging, how evolutionary theory can inform our understanding of male health and well-being, and how older men may have contributed to the evolution of some of the very traits that make us human. RICHARD G. BRIBIESCAS is professor of anthropology and ecology and evolutionary biology at Yale University, where he also serves as deputy provost for faculty development and diversity. 
